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International Association of

Rehabilitation Professionals (IARP)
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IARP-Florida Legislative Chair / 2011- 2012
FLORIDA CHAPTER of IARP
September 26, 2011

TO:                  All Rehabilitation Professionals
RE:                  Donation for our Legislators who SAVED the Rehabilitation Profession
IARP Members and Nonmembers: 

Please take the time to read this letter in its entirety, as it is very important in supporting the legislators who saved the Rehabilitation Profession. 
IARP-FL is asking that you please donate the $25 that would have gone to your next QRP renewal, to the IARP Legislative Committee, in support of the Legislators who protected and saved the Rehabilitation profession. Two Legislators stood up and spoke for the Rehabilitation community and saved the definition of a Rehabilitation Provider. Without this, pay scales would have dropped, Rehabilitation businesses would have been lost, ill-equipped people would be handling Workers Comp, and the overall cost for Employers and Carriers would have risen.
In the beginning of this year, the Rulemaking and Regulations Committee in Tallahassee reviewed the rules under 6A-22 and decided to make changes, removing BRRS’s responsibility to Rehabilitation Professionals statewide. Changes included removing the need for credentials that were in the 6A-22, such as CCM, CRRN, CDMS, COHN, CRC, CVE, the word, “Qualified” and its definition from the FL Statute. This would have meant that just about anyone could have been considered a “Rehabilitation Provider”
IARP’s Lobbyist, Fausto Gomez, provided IARP Legislative Committee with the draft of what the Rulemaking and Regulations Committee was changing. It was quickly noted that the credentials were being removed. Mr. Gomez scheduled IARP to meet with the Rulemaking and Regulations Committee.  IARP-FL met with one of the committee members in Tallahassee and requested of the committee, should they choose to do away with 6A-22, to not let the rehabilitation credentials go, but to save the credentials by putting them into the FL ST 440.491. IARP received the support from two legislators, and the Committee agreed, they transferred the six credentials over into FL ST 440.491. Because of our Lobbyist, the Rulemaking and Regulations Committee, and the support of two main legislators, Janet Adkins, and Chris Dorworth, our Rehabilitation credentials are protected by law. 

What this means for the rehabilitation community is, if you are a QRP, you will no longer hold the “QRP” title, be regulated by the BRRS, or have to pay $25 for a provider number. You will now be considered a “Rehabilitation Provider”, who in order to continue to provide services for Workers’ Compensation; you must continue to retain one of the six certifications: CCM, CRRN, CDMS, COHN, CRC, CVE.

It is very important to inform the rehabilitation community that saving the rehabilitation profession from being given to non-rehabilitation people, would not have been possible without the support of State Representatives Chris Dorworth and Janet Adkins. They have been IARP-FL’s voice for the house and helping the Senate understand the importance of our concerns. We look forward to their continued support in our future efforts. 

We ask you please donate the $25 that would have gone to your next QRP renewal, to IARP-FL Legislative Committee, in support of these Legislators who supported the Rehabilitation Profession. Those who choose to donate $100 or more will be listed as an IARP Visionary, and those who donate $500 or more, will receive a beautiful Ogio IARP Visionary bag. All donations that come in from this letter will go towards supporting our Legislators who support the Rehabilitation community. 
Kindly send your checks payable to: 

IARP Florida 

In support of our Legislators

c/o Lorraine Powers, IARP Florida Treasurer

IMCS Group

436  8th Street 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Phone: (561) 832-4999      

E-Mail:  lpowers@the imcsgroup.com
Thank you in advance for your donation and helping your profession stay alive!

Sincerely, 

Chris Oliphant

Chris Oliphant, RN, BSN

Legislative Committee – Chairperson, 2011- 2012
IARP-Florida Chapter

cc: Fausto Gomez, Lobbyist and IARP-FL Consultant

cc: Legislative Chair, NE District
cc: Legislative Chair, Central District, 

cc: Legislative Chair, SW District
cc: Legislative Committee Members

cc: IARP-Florida Board Members
Chris Oliphant, RN, BSN

IARP-Florida Legislative Chair, 2010- 2011

Phone: (954) 282-5103 * FAX: (866) 782-0671 

E-Mail: Chris_Oliphant@Corvel.com
Chris Oliphant, RN, BSN

IARP-Florida Legislative Chair, 2011- 2012
Phone: (954) 303-8111 * FAX: (866) 782-0671 

E-Mail: Chris_Oliphant@Corvel.com
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